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The VVARC Officers for 2009  

 
President: Robert Barton, W7OE Vice-President: Davi d Deards, KI6HVI 

                   RDBC@verizon.net                               RadioGramp@me.com   
 
Secretary: Christy Hunter, KB6LTY Treasurer: Larry Kendall, KD7ZDG 
                  cchunter3@mindspring.com                  kd7zdg@verizon.net   

 
 

October General Meeting  
 
Date:  October 13, 2009 
 
Time: 7 p.m.   
  
Program:  
 
Location:  Club meetings are held at the 

Mojave River Campus of the Lewis 
Center 

 
Directions: From Apple Valley Road, turn west 

on Tuscola (toward the river). Take 
the very first right turn, which is 
Mana. The campus is located at 
the very end of Mana Rd. We meet 
in Building B. 

 

Sunday Night Net  

 
Remember that every Sunday at 7PM the Club 
conducts a Net on the 146.940 repeater. Get 
the latest club announcements and reminders. 
In the event that the repeater is down, turn to 
146.5350 simplex.  

Report on Route 66 on the Air  

The 2009 Route 66 on the Air event ended 
September 20th, lasting 9 days!  We have 
already mailed out over 50 of our QSL cards as 
the requests were quick to start coming in.  We 

had pretty good 
support up on the 
air and have logs 
from James Pike, 
Christy Hunter, 
Bill Baumruck, 
and Rod Zeka.    

 
Thanks for the hours you four put in on this 
event.  I have a count of 950 contacts.  James 
made over half of those and we will treat him to 
a free dinner at the club Christmas party for his 
efforts.  If anyone else operated we need to 
know.  There were a few additional people who 
were going to get up on the air, but I have not 
heard from them; 1-760-245-0123 or 
kd6rdc@juno.com.  
 
One day I went over to work a bit with Bill.  
While I was there, we had a contact with 
W0MRZ in Iowa operating with only 1 watt!!  
Amazing! As always there are Hams out there 
who thank us for our participation and we hear 



   

again that this is one of the favorite special 
events for many of the participants.    
 
 

Club Member News  
 

        Birthdays 
 
Paul Kendall 10/9 
Leslie Mayer 10/21 
Gil St. Onge 10/9 
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If anyone is missed, let us know. Our records probably 
need to be updated. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let Sandi DeWeert, sdeweert@verizon.net, know 
if you hear of any of our members that may be 
under the weather or just need a little lift from 
friends in the Club. 

 

 

To new HAMs  

Are you aware of the ARRL?  QST magazine? 

In order for our Club to be an affiliated 
organization, we need to maintain 51% 
membership to the ARRL. The ARRL pays our 
Club a commission for new and renewing 
memberships. 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact 
your Board members. 

A Poetic Advisory:  Planning Ahead  
 

September is over; fall is when 
Route 66 is over again. 
October bring ghosts dropping by, 
Trick or Treat, and pumpkin pie. 
Cold November has Turkey Day 
And 2009 is slipping away!! 
But December is our Club PARTY TIME, 
Which brings me to the end of this rhyme. 

 
The Christmas party is ALWAYS a fun event.   
There are prizes galore.  No one goes home 
empty handed.  The date this year is 
December 9th, the second Tuesday.  Mark 
your calendar. Details to follow later but do 
PLAN TO ATTEND! 
 
 
Christmas Party – December 9th  
 
We've reserved John's Incredible Pizza (again) 
for the Christmas Party. Costs per person for 
the all-you-can-eat buffet are: 
  

Adults (ages 13 and over) $12 
Youth (ages 7-12) $8.00 
Children (ages 3-6) $6.50 

  
Prices do NOT include John's game tokens. 
There will be door prizes for everyone and a 
gift exchange (bring a gift, get a gift). 
  
It is also an important meeting where we will 
elect our Club officers for 2010. (Nominations 
are now being accepted.) 
  
We are also working on obtaining one or more 
raffle items for the party. Anyone who may 
know of anyone that would like to donate a 
raffle prize to the Club, contact any of the 
Club’s board members. 
 
  
 
 
 



   

2010 VVARC Officer Nomination 
Form  
 
President _________________________ 
Vice President ________________________ 
Treasurer _________________________ 
Secretary _________________________ 
 
You may nominate yourself or any other 
member for any office. 
 
We are also asking for volunteers to 
FORMALLY co-chair (along with the Vice 
President-elect) the following committees. This 
is a great way to serve the club and the 
community without making a long-term 
commitment. 

Field Day (June) 
Jamboree on the Air (JOTA) 
Picnic (July) 
Auction (April or May) 
Ice Cream Social (August) 
Christmas Party (December) 
Route 66 on the Air (September) 
 
 
Radio Technology at Apple Valley's 
Sitting Bull Middle School  

by Larry Kendall, KD7ZDG 
 
For the past three and a half years, I've had the 
pleasure of teaching an elective class called 
Integrated Technology at Sitting Bull Middle 
School in Apple Valley. Each year about 180 

students 
go 

through 
our 

program, 
where 

they get 
hands-on 
experienc
e in a 

wide 
range of technologies. Currently, our 
curriculum offers 20 different modules - all 

going on at the same time in our Technology 
Lab. I call it our "20-Ring Circus." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SBMS Technology Lab Modules: 

 
Alternative Energy 
Audio Communication 
CNC Machining 
Computer-Aided Design 
Computer Graphics & Animation 
Digital Music 
Electricity & Electronics 
Energy & Power 
Environment & Ecology 
Flight Technology 
Forensic Science 
Health & Fitness 
Laser Technology 
Materials Processing 
Mechanisms 
Research & Development 
Robotics 
Structural Engineering 
Video Production 
Virtual Architecture 
 
(Side note: My students and I are the ones 
responsible for the laser-engraved nametags 
and key chains provided to VVARC members, 
and many of the plaques and awards the club 
presents to members and event supporters!) 
 
As you can imagine, running this program is 
both expensive and time-consuming. We have 
great support from the Apple Valley Unified 
School District and our school administration, 
but their resources are limited. We depend on 
our community for the rest, including 
contributions of materials (Legos, plexiglas, 



   

metal and hardwood scraps, electronic 
components), expertise (advice, help with 
repairs and construction of custom-designed 
equipment, mentoring students), and 
equipment (tools, computers, etc. - new or 
used). 
 
With the help of the ARRL Teacher Institutes 
and Progress Grants, and support from the 
amateur radio community, I am currently 
working on developing a new Radio 
Technology module that will expose students 
to many of the uses of the radio spectrum. In 
addition to the obvious (radio communication), 
students will learn about RFID (radio frequency 
identification) technology, radio remote control, 
RDF (radio direction finding), medical 
technology (MRI), and much more. 
 
To complete the Radio Technology module, we 
still need a few items: antennas, antenna 
tuners, test equipment, radios, scanners, etc. 
I'm also looking for a couple of decent HTs, 
even if they no longer transmit (to use as t-hunt 
receivers). If you or someone you know has 
any good, working, not-too-old radio equipment 
that they would like to see put to good use, 
please contact me. 
 
(Note: While the history of radio technology is 
important, we prefer to have students use 
current-generation technology in most cases - 
If you have an "antique" to donate, don't 
hesitate contacting me, but please understand 
if my answer is a polite "no thanks!" Our 
storage space is also VERY limited, so we 
can't accept loads of old electronic junk - 
sorry!) 
 
I am also developing modules in Location 
Technology (Mapping, GPS, and Geographic 
Information Systems - upgrading your car GPS 
system? Interested in donating your previous 
generation unit?) and Digital Photography 
(We're looking for a good, solid, digital SLR 
camera like a NIKON D40 or similar, with 
interchangeable lenses and full manual 
controls). 
 

Please help us inspire and train the next 
generation of skilled technology workers and 
researchers. If you, someone you know, a 
business, or an organization you belong to are 
interested in supporting or sponsoring ANY of 
our technology modules, please contact me. 
 
You're also invited to visit our Lab at Sitting 
Bull Middle School - just call ahead so we 
know you're coming!  
 

September Prize Winners  

Half-Pot Virginia Hall $12.50 

Door Prizes Rob Zeka 
 Gary Haldiman 
 Ashley 

Membership Robert Barton $30.00 

Membership drawing for the October will be 
$10.00 

 

Editorial:   VVARC:  Where do we go 
from here?  
 
In this age of so many new means of 
communications, is Ham radio dying?   Well, 
we Hams are an aging population.   Still, there 
are still the same things about the hobby that 
attracted us to it.  Our Club was formed in 
1956, the year that I graduated from high 
school.   At the start about half of the members 
were airmen from George AFB, who came and 
went from our area.  There was the faithful 
core in the club, names I have seen in old 
newsletters and heard a bit about.  And some 
of those old newsletters had the same pleas 
that you will soon see here!! We joined VVARC 
in 1993 or so, and have seen the leadership 
change.  We got involved ourselves as a need 
developed.  And, yes, I started working on the 
newsletter that long ago!!   
 
Well, now the club participation is at another 
low point.  I would like to ask the inactive 



   

members to consider what we might be able to 
do to encourage their participation.  And I 
would like every Ham out there to see if they 
can reach out to other Hams in our community 
to ask the same question.   How can we help 
our Club keep going?  Maybe daytime 
meetings some of the time, maybe more 
informal gatherings, maybe more programs 
that are suggested by these same inactive 
people, things that they would like to see or to 
do.   Maybe YOU have an idea.     
 
We will be looking for officers for next year.   If 
you want to have an influence, join the board.  
They only meet once a month and the 
arrangements for that monthly meeting change 
to meet the needs of that year’s board.   Think 
about it.  I would like to have feedback myself, 
of only to know that someone is reading this!!    
 

Virginia Hall  
 

 
Time Capsule  from 1920  

from Reminisce Magazine, April/May 2008 
 
Radio:  Dr. Frank Conrad, an amateur Ham-
radio operator who has been playing 
phonograph records over the air for his friends, 
is recruited by Westinghouse to set up the first 
regularly transmitting station in Pittsburgh.  On 
November 2, station KDKA transmits the first 
commercial broadcast from the rooftop of a 
Westinghouse factory.  Returns of the day’s 
Presidential election are broadcast, results that 
no one else will get until the morning’s papers 
are delivered.  The event sparks the deluge of 
radio purchases that Westinghouse sought.   
(A few prices from 1920:  Average annual 
wage, $1,407,   Overland touring car $1,035, 
Girl’s bicycle $10, Man’s felt hat $3.85, flannel 
dress $3, Lamb chops 38 cents/lb, Wrigley’s 
Doublemint gum 5 cents a pack, Gorton’s 
frozen codfish cakes 25 cents a package) 
 
 
 
 

Excerpt taken from September letter 
from Orange Section Coordinator  
 
 
News Release for Quartzfest 2010 
QUARTZFEST 2010 PRESS RELEASE 
  
The annual Quartzfest Amateur Radio 
Operators event, Quartzfest 2010, is scheduled 
for January 17 - January 23, 2010 at Mile 
Marker 99, Quartzsite, AZ. 
  
Quartzfest 2010 will provide Amateur Radio 
Operators the opportunity to share their 
expertise and learn more about their 
hobby.   There will be seminars and 
presentations on many facets of Amateur 
Radio.  Some of the areas covered are:  
antennas, antenna tuners, amplifiers, most of 
the digital modes, IRLP, PSK31, and Winlink 
2000 for emailing over radio. 
  
There will be an Antenna Walkabout, your 
chance to look at and ask questions about the 
various types of antennas and their mounts on 
different kinds of RVs.   There will be a four-
wheeler trip, VE testing, "donuts-and" some 
mornings, and special events for the ladies. 
  
There likely will be WiFi hotspots. 
  
These events started eight years ago. At the 
first Quartzfest there were twenty-four rigs.  At 
Quartzfest 2009 there were 128 rigs.  Maybe 
150 rigs for Quartzfest 2010? 
  
Talk-in frequency is 146.55 simplex.  And, of 
course, we also use the Quartzsite, AZ. 
repeater, 145.500 down, no PL required. 
  
Remember, this is a no-services area:  no 
electric, water, or dump facilities.   You must be 
100% self-contained.  You may tent camp but 
you must be within 300 feet of an RV where 
you can use the toilet facilities. 
  
There are twenty-four commercial RV parks in 
Quartzsite.  The longest drive from the most 
distant park to the Quartzfest 2010 site is about 



   

seven miles.  Get your reservations in early if 
you plan to use an RV park. 
  
Quartzfest 2010 information and schedule may 
be found on the web at: www.quartzfest.org. 
  
Quartzfest 2010 coordinators:  Cliff, KD4ZBP, 
and Virginia KE4VRW, Haycock E-Mail 
address:   KD4ZBP@arrl.net.\ 
 
 
ARRL Orange Section News  

 
ARRL puts out guidelines regarding 
commercialization of Amateur Radio 
  
http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2009/09/25/11
094/?nc=1 and the FCC 97.113: 
 
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/cfr_2008/octqtr/
pdf/47cfr97.113.pdf 
  
This is important that we all have the same 
understanding of the rules and are all on the 
same page. 
  
I would appreciate any comments you might 
have regarding the guidelines set forth by HQ 
and your understanding of the FCC 97.113, 
ARRL Orange Section Manager: Carl H. 
Gardenias, WU6D, wu6d@arrl.org. 
  
 ************************** 

ARRL Orange Section Events Announcements 

October/November Presentations on Satellites 
and EchoLink 
  
October 2 - Long Beach ARC 
October 5 - WARA (Fullerton) meeting 
October 8 - EchoLink "SCARS" Node 96140 
5:30PM PDT 
October 15 - West Coast ARC (Huntington 
Beach) 
October 17 - Victor Valley ARC's JOTA 
November 8 - QWCA Chapter 7 (Norwalk) 
  

For more details, please contact Clint at 
clint@clintbradford.com or at 1-909-241-7666. 
  
** Made an error last month's news regarding 
Hamfests-- for information on Hamfest in 
Arizona you can visit www.az-arrl.org  or 
http://www.arca-az.org/arca. 
 
****************************************** 
January 2010 
  
January 2010 - Arizona -- Quartzite -- January 
2010 -- Many people have joined in on the fun 
of the Annual Quartzite swap meets, from 
unique stones, RV equipment, and yes, even 
Amateur Radio. If you want something fun to 
do and learn more than you think you already 
know then visit http://www.quartzfest.org/ 
  
January 30, 2010 SATERN Annual Seminar - 
San Bernardino CA – More information please 
contact Tony Stephens ke6jzf@verizon.net or 
visit the SATERN website: www.satern.net. 
  
January 30, 2010 - Palm Springs Winter 
FD/Hamfest/Picnic/Raffle -- Sponsored by the 
Desert Rats ARC & The Palm Springs DX 
Club. Start time of event: 9:30am -- 4:30pm 
Place: Gary KD6QLT & Susie KD6TVO QTH: 
4193 Matthew Dr. Palm Springs, CA. 92264: 
Vendors and Groups: HRO, The DX Store, 
Hams for Less.com, ARRL, WPSS, 
SANCABLEXPARTS, W5YI, WARFA 
** Bring your Ham gear to sell, no fee charged 
for selling, but bring own table and chairs, etc. 
*** Lunch for a nominal fee*** (It was great the 
last time). Directions: From West: Take I-10 
east to Palm Drive Exit. Turn R onto Gene 
Autry Trail. From EAST -- Take I-10 to Palm 
Drive Exit. Turn left onto Gene Autry Trail. 
Gene Autry Trail crosses E. Palm Canyon 
(Von's Market as marker) and becomes 
Matthew Dr.  QTH is on Left. 
Contact: Gary 760-328-9662 Alternate Contact: 
Bart K6UNR & Rita K6ARY, 1-760-340-4894. 
Talk-in frequency: 146.940 PL 107.2 -- Desert 
Rat Repeater. 
  
 
 



   

February 6, 2010 - Volunteers Needed 
Hello. I am the race director for the Twin Peaks 
50m/50k Ultra that takes place on February 6, 
2010.  I am seeking help for radio 
communications during this race.  Radio 
communications are very valuable in tracking 
runner progress, in case of medical 
emergencies, etc. 
  
Twin Peaks takes place in the Santa Ana 
Mountains (covering Main Divide Road, Holy 
Jim, Santiago Peak, etc) just south of LA and 
on the border of Orange & Riverside 
counties.  The actual start of the race is 
between Corona and Lake Elsinore.  You can 
learn more about this event at 
http://www.twinpeaks5050.com. 
  
I would appreciate if you could pass this on to 
your club members since radio communication 
is so important to a successful event! 
  
Thank you for your time 
Jessica DeLine, Race Director 
http://www.twinpeaks5050.com 
1-949-842-8452 
  
April 16 -- 18 2010 International DX 
Convention, Visalia -- This will be the 61st 
Annual DX Convention. This is a great 
convention where everyone has a great time. 
Meet new friends and old friends from around 
the world or from around the corner that you 
may have talked to on the radio, but never met. 
If you are new to DXing or contesting, this is 
the place to be. 
www.dxconvention.org 
  
September 2010 Southwest Division 
Convention 2010 San Diego CA -- Sponsored 
by SANDARC for more information and 
registration please visit their website 
http://www.sandarc.net/Convention2010.html. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the Lighter Side  

Submitted by Christy KB6LTY 

You know you're a Ham when you think the 
world is populated with two different kinds of 
people: 

Hams and third parties 

 

ELMERS 

An Elmer is kind of like a mentor for amateur 
radio operators. New operators need the 
experience, knowledge, and guidance passed 
on to by those that have been practicing for 
some time. 

Thank you to those members that have 
stepped forward and volunteered to help 
members with questions. Feel free to contact 
anyone on our ELMER list when you have 
questions. 

 

VE Testing in the Victor Valley  

The first Saturday of every odd-numbered 
month there is a GLAARG (Greater Los 
Angeles Amateur Radio Group) test session in 
Hesperia. Tests are held at the Fire Station at 
the corner of Olive and H. Registration starts at 
8:30 AM. The cost is $4.00. Walk-ins are 
welcome. Testing is available for all classes of 
license. All candidates must bring a picture ID, 
and if you are upgrading, you need the original 
and a copy of your amateur license and any 
CSCEs you hold. For more information, you 
can contact Jim MacRay, KW6V, at 244-1396. 
Directions to test site: From I-15 take Main 
Street, Hesperia exit. GO east on Main St. 
approx. 5 miles. Turn south on “H” to Olive. 

Also, the Inland ARC tests on the 4th Thursday 
of each month, at 5 PM at 25541 Barton Rd, 
Loma Linda. Contact person is Sam Eller, 
AD6UE at (909) 796-2996. Location from going 



   

south on I-10: Exit Mountain View Ave, right on 
Barton, Left on Loma Linda Dr, Civic Center 
complex. Take driveway to your left 
immediately past the fire station. 

 

From the ARRL   Reminder 

Address or phone number change??? 

“The FCC requires you to maintain a valid 
current mailing address in their database at all 
times. This is so that they can contact you by 
mail if needed. If you move or even change PO 
boxes, be sure to update your information 
using the FCC ULS online system. If you do 
not maintain a current address and mail to you 
is returned to the FCC as undeliverable, your 
license can be revoked and removed from the 
database.” 

Don’t forget if you need to renew your 
membership or join the ARRL, contact Larry 
Kendall (larrykendall@charter.net) and pay 
your dues through the Club. VVARC receives a 
commission for each renewal or new joining 
fee. 

 
 
Web Site Update – VVARC.ORG  

Contact Larry Kendall, kd7zdg@verizon.net , 
with any comments or suggestions. 

 

Spectrum  

Submit any Spectrum entries to Sandi, 
sdeweert@verizon.net, by the last week of the 
month. Any comments and suggestions are 
welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 


